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1781 Bailey’s Northern Directory 

Or 

Merchant’s and Tradesman’s Useful Companion, for the Year 1781 

Containing an Alphabetical List of the Names and Places of Abode of the Bankers, 
Merchants, Manufacturers and Other Eminent Traders in Every Principal Town 

 
  

 

Paisley businesses in a London based Trade Directory  
Bailey’s Northern Directory or Merchant’s and Tradesman’s Useful Companion, 
was a well established trade directory – think Yellow Pages or yell.com for the 
18th Century clientele!  
 

The 1781 Directory contained the details of 38 Paisley based businesses. Of 
the 38 businesses mentioned, 32 were directly connected with the textile 
trade, in some form, and the remaining 6 most likely also had textile related 
connections. 
 

10 Linen manufacturers  
10 Thread manufacturers  

             9 Silk manufacturers  
 3  Silk gauze manufacturers 

3 Timber manufacturers 
1 Warehouseman 
1 Manufacturer 

            1 Individual 



Paisley & Renfrewshire businesses in a London based 
directory  
The inclusion of Paisley and Renfrewshire textile businesses in a London based 
Directory, offers some indication as to the importance of their contribution to 
national and international trading in the 18th Century.  

 
Paisley & Renfrewshire businesses with a base in London  
The directory also included names, addresses and details of Paisley and 
Renfrewshire businesses who had premises in London – whether wholesale, 
retail and/or residential.  
 

 

 
 

In London, the area of Cheapside, on the northside of the Thames, was 
populated with many Paisley connected silk and silk-gauze weavers, along 
with their agents and factors, occupying a wide range of wholesale and retail 
premises, and warehouses. 
Watling Street, Wood Street, Gutter Lane, Friday Street, Foster Lane, Bread 
Street, Bow Lane and St. Paul’s Churchyard were all home to Paisley firms. 

Trade Directories   
Trade directories often contained descriptions of parishes, towns and villages, 
including institutions such as the church and local government, lists of well-to-
do private residents, trades and professions, and also a selection of 
advertisements and public notices.  
Manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers, and the increasing number of travelling 
tradesmen in the 18th century relied on these directories for commercial 
purposes, in their everyday business dealings.  
This 1781 publication also contained details of the many Paisley based textile 
businesses that maintained a physical presence in London – either with offices, 
warehouses or selling/buying agents.    
 
 
 



Not in the Directory?  
Many companies would, however, have been successfully trading without 
featuring in such publications, as entries in Trade Directories were dependent 
on companies or individuals 

• actually wanting (or needing) to be included in the directory  
• being willing to pay for advertising or subscription fees, and   
• effectively providing the publisher with the required details before the 
publication deadlines!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Further Research 
Although this London based directory gives details of only a small selection of 
Paisley based textile related businesses operating in 1781, it nevertheless 
highlights the substantial level of importance placed on Paisley and 
Renfrewshire manufacturers and merchants in the overall textile trading 
communities, both within Britain and abroad.  
This reinforces and expands upon the existing body of research knowledge, 
indicating that Paisley was, in the 18th century, already considered to be a well-
established, and major, player in textile manufacture and trading.   
 
It also indicates that there is still much more to be discovered about the earlier 
aspects of Paisley’s textile trading situation – perhaps surpassing the, more well-
known and recorded, 19th century commercial dealings primarily associated 
with the weaving industry, and the design and manufacture of Paisley Shawls.  
 
  
Cross referencing this information with Fire Insurance Records is one other way 
of confirming the business names and London addresses, and also provides 
details of the amounts insured, types of businesses, along with further details of 
named business partners and sleeping partners, in any given years. 

It is interesting to note how many different ‘combinations’ of familiar Paisley 
and Renfrewshire manufacturers names appear in the records. This could 
indicate various family and/or business collaborations and disagreements, 
changing fortunes and bankruptcies, or simply changes in business interests and 
direction. 

The on-going research project, and discovery of new information, all helps to 
build up a more rounded and realistic picture of how innovative, inspiring and 
important the Renfrewshire textile industry actually was in the 18th century. 

It will also confirm that Renfrewshire was already an established and vibrant 
contributor to UK and worldwide textile manufacturing and trading – far 
earlier than has previously been recognized or acknowledged. 

 

 

 



 



 
1781 issue of Bailey’s Northern Directory, or, Merchant’s and Tradesman’s Useful Companion 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Linen Manufacturers 10 

Barr, Robert, and co. linen manuſacturers. 

Ncilſon and H unter,_ linqn manufacturas. 

Orr and Kib’ble, ditto. 

Qrr, William and Sons, ditto. 

Pattiſon John, and Sons, linen manufacturers 

Pattíſon Bailie, ditto. 

Smith john, ditto.  

Smith Bailie, ditto. 

Stuart and Orr, ditto. 

Wilſon John, linen manufacturer. 

 

Silk Manufacturers  10 

Brown, Sharp, and co. filk manufacturers. 

Ellis, John, and co. filk manufacturer-s.  

Elliott, Charles, and co. ditto. ſi 

Ferrier, Stuget, Pollock; and'c'óſi ditto. 

Fultons and Pollock, ditto. 

Hendrie \Villiam, filk manufacturer. 

Lowndes, and co. filk manufacturers. 

M‘Kennell, John and So‘ns, ditto. 

Twigg, joſeph, William, and Son fill¡ muficturers, 

Wallace, William and John, ſilk mªnufacturers. ' 

Thread Makers  9 

Black Jonathan, thread maker. 

Carlyle, William and James, thread makers. 



Gardner Archd. thread maker. 

Moody Bailie, thread maker. 

Morſhall Bailie, ditto.‘ ' 

Myre Birk George, ditto, . 

Maxwell and Patrick, thread maker. 

Torbet jonathan, thread maker.  

Walker Samuel, thread maker 

 

Silk Gauze Manufacturers  3 

Kerr, Hepburn, andWatt, filk gauze manufacturerªh 

Nevin, Stevenſon, and Pagan, filk gauze manufactura-s. 

Orr, Craig, and Stow, ſilk_ gauze manuſacturers. 

Timber Merchants  3 

Carſon and Hunter, timber merchants. 

Maxwell and Bifland, timber merchants 

Muirhead, Chryfiie, and co. ditto. 

Warehouseman  1 

Brown Andrew, warehouſeman. 

Manufacturer   1 

Holmes, Joſeph, and co. manufacturers. 

Individual Trader/Manufacturer 1 

Storie, Capt. john.  
 
 
 

maureen cassells  2018  
  



 

 

 

 

A Family of Threads was a project run during the 2017 Year of History, Heritage 
& Archaeology.  Over the year the museum investigated the origins of linen 
thread making in Paisley and Renfrewshire, its impact on Scotland and the local 
area. This booklet is part of a series published at the end of the project. 
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Paisley Thread Mill Museum 
Mile End Mill 
Abbey Mill Business Centre 
12 Seedhill Road 
Paisley, PA1 1JS 
 
www.paisleythreadmill.co.uk 
www.afamilyofthreads.co.uk  
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