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Mills were like large factories, where raw 
materials would be processed, and 

sometimes made into finished goods. 

In 1896 the two companies of J & P Coats and 
Clark & Co amalgamated. Jonas Brook of 

Meltham and James Chadwick and Brothers 
of Bolton then joined the combine to make it 
the largest thread manufacturer in the world. 

By the 20th Century over 10,000 people were 
employed in the huge Paisley mill complexes 

at Ferguslie and Seedhill.  
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Coats and Clark  

Both the Coats and Clark families were based in 
Paisley. They were great rivals, but sometimes allies. 
Their mills employed many thousands of people, and 
Paisley was famous throughout the world for the 
production of high quality thread. 

Coats and Clarks had distinct logos and trademarks to 
make their products recognised all over the world. 

During the 19th Century, this poem was popular in 
Paisley. 

        
Clarks have the anchor 

Coats have the chain 

Paisley has the thread trade 

Long may it remain 



mill workers 
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Although they worked hard, many 
mill workers fondly remember the 
good times they had at work, and 

the lifelong friends they made. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Paisley Thread Mill Museum        A Family of Threads     



mill buildings 
Mill buildings were very large and beautiful 

 

When the textile industry declined, the mills 
were no longer needed. 

Some buildings were saved, and restored to 
become housing and offices. 
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This is Ferguslie No.1 Spinning Mill built in 1887 

 

Some mills were left empty, and open to damage from the 
elements and vandalism.  

Eventually they had to be demolished 
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Ferguslie Half Timers School 
 

 

 

The mill owners wanted their workers to be happy 
and educated. 

They provided schools, dining halls, medical care and 
organised many leisure activities and trips. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Activity 1 - Design a Mill 

 

 

Think about...... 

What materials will be used to build it? Stone, bricks, wood, metal, glass  etc. 

What will be made in your mill? 

How will you make it? 

What machinery will you need? 

How many people will work there? 

Who will be the 'Boss'? 

Will you need a lot of light/windows? 

Will you need to be near a water source or river?  

Will it be noisy? 

Will it be smelly? 

Will children be allowed to work there? 

How much will your workers be paid? 

Will there be any 'rules'? 
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Talking points 

Location of mills 

•  The first mills and factories were powered by water, meaning that 
they had to be near rivers, but with the invention of steam power, 
this became unnecessary and mills and factories could be built 
anywhere.   

• The workforce needed to live near the mills, and many mill 
owners built homes or hostels for the workers to live in. 

Working conditions 

• Work in the factories was long and hard, and often led to physical 
deformities caused by constant standing or crouching, and from 
repetitive work.  

• The factories not only produced pollution outside, but were 
heavily polluted within the building, making work difficult and 
unhealthy.  In cotton factories, the cotton fibre in the air 
sometimes caused tuberculosis and bronchitis, especially amongst 
young children.   

• Workers were also in at risk of being injured by the machines 
which were unguarded, and very dangerous.  They rarely got any 
help or compensation if they were injured and survived the 
machines. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


